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Demonstrators
Cheer as Saleh
Leaves Yemen

By Exnesto Lonpono
AND SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN
THE ‘WASHINGTCM POST
CAlRe) - Hours after Yemen's presi
dent ew to Sawdi Arabia for treat-
ment of wounds sustained in a
rocket attack, thousands of denr
onstrators flocked to the streets of
the capital vesterday to celebrate
what they billed as the latest oust-

er of an Arab autocrat.

“The Yemeni people hewve been
bom agin,” oried Fatima Ahmad,
whio was armong those who walked
to Change Square in Sanaa, the
capital, to celebrate President Al
Abdullah Saleh’s departure.

Thousands waved flags, paint-
ed their faces with the colors of
the natonal Nag and exchanged
congratulations in a city that hed
become a battbeground in recent
davs.

“We have deported ALL™ some
chanted. “The people have toppled
the regime.”

Saleh transferred power tem
porarily o his vice president, Abed
Rabbo Marsour Hadi, after board-
ing a fleght to Saudi Aralda ke on
Saturday. He was wounded in a
rocket attack on the presidential
patace on Friday aftermoon.

The vice president yesterday
met with Us Ambassador Gerld
Feierstein, Yemen's news agency
reported. The two discussed stops
required to maintain a cease-fre
between government forces and
tribal militias.

They also spoke about Yemen's
political opposition, known as the
Juoint Meeting Parties

Yermeni officials heve not called
Saleh's departure an abdication
from power, but analysts say the
longtime leader, who had been a
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Reutes
A farmer maneuvers a small boat loaded with vegetables yesterday at Boeng Tumpon lake in
Phnom Penh. World Environment Day is celebrated on June 5 fo roise awareness for environmental
protection, according to the UN Environment Program.,

Shukaku Plan Approved by Investment Board

By HuL REaksMEY
THE CAMBOOLA, DALY

The government's investment
board appears to have approved a
Chineseinked firm's 52,17 hillion
plan for Phnom Penh's Boeng
Kak lake, moving forward a pro-
ject that has forced thousands of
por farmihies out of their homes.

As part of the process of remiow
i residents o make way for the
development, City Hall said Fricay
that fater this month it would start
measuring the existing phots occiu-
pied by families who have negot-
ated for new housing at the: site of

the desvedoprnent as compensation
for thedr displacement.

This marked the first written
approval of onesite housing for the
families.

Among the pew business pri-
jects approved in April, the Cam
bodian Investment Board en
darsed a plan by Shukalu Endos
Hongiun Property Development
o construct a commercial center,
a five-star hotel, office space, a
school, a hospital and publc -
structure, according to informa-
tion released by the Council for
the Development of Cambordia.

[he Dist makes no mention of
where all that brick and mertar
will go. A CDC official declined to
comment vesterday. But the list
mirrors what few details have
emerged of the fima's secretive
plans for the lake.

The firm was created in late
20 by China's Erdoz Hong Jun
Inwvestment Co and CPP Senator
Lao Meng Khin's Shukiaku Ine,
which won a %hvear lease to the
lakoe and its shores in 2007,

[he plan follows a 33 billion
imvestment deal Prime Minister
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Lens Sees Old Trauma in a Contemporary Life

By MicHELLE VACHON
THE CAMBODUA, ALY

From the very start of Lida
Chan’s documentary film “Red
Wedding,” winch had its prermiere
on Thursday in Phoom Penh, it is
obwious that, although the Khaner
Fouge muled the coumtry more than
three decades ago, [or Pen Sochan,
thiis rray have been vesterdhay.

[hroughout the SEmimate Glm,
she keeps repeating what hap-
pened to her over and over again
—i syvimptom of traemea, accord-
ing 1o psychologists—and keeps

asking who isssed the orders and
why:.

Ms Sochan has filed a complaint
with the Khmer Bouge imbunal on
the prounds of forced mamiage,
As Ms Sochan explams in the film,
unitil noww she had not told anyone
that she had been maried on a
thark night in 1978 and later mped
by her husband cn Khmer Booge
ortders.

“I want to cut the parts of my
body my hushand touched at the
fime.._. | am dishonored,” she s
i the film.

The documentary follows Ms
Sochan in her daily routine in a
rural comer of Pursat province,
recreating at a slow mnd deiberate
pace the context of lives that are
aligmied with the harvest cycle.

Mz Sochan, who remarried after
the Khmer Rougre defeat of 1979, =
a wiclow doing whatever she can o
support her voungest son, who s
the last of her st children by her
second hushand and who sgll bees
Al horne, she sayvs,

As the besutiful images shot by
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cordirector and cameraman Guil-
larme Suon unfold on the screen,
the viewers follow Ms Sochan as
she harvests rice or colledts fruit to
sell at the market, visits her two
dangtiers—who works i garment
factories—or breaks into a Gt of
lanrgrhiter with a friend

And throughout the film, Ms
Sochan keeps talking about the
time she was forced to mermy.

She and a female friend also
forced into a marriage by the
Ehrner Rouge: recount how young
mien and women were called to a
ety and, &s they were declared
mrmied, told o touch each other's
finpertips—not even a full hand
shake-—to show they were mar
ried. Couples were given three
nights fo consumimiate thelr union,
with Khimer Rouge spies Bskening
to rmakee sure they did,

Ms Sochan says she does not
really remember her husband's
e, as it was dark at the marriage
meeeting and they did not really
look at each other during those
nights. Bt she reanembers vividly
that, since they had not done their
rarital duties in the tme allowed,
they were sent for reeducation:
Her hushand was told 1o rape her,

NATIONAL

Bophono Audicvisuct Resource Cuner

Pen Sochan speaks of her forced marriage under the Khmer Rouge in
Lida Chan's decumentary ‘Red Wedding.’

which he did, tving her hands and
tearing her clothes off her body,
shie savs

Ms Sochan was about 15 vears
old at the time. She managed to
nun gway m the last weeks of the
Pol Pot regsirne at the end of 1975,
escaping capture by the Khmer
Rouge, She later heard that her
Tishaned had been killed,

In answer to M= Sochan's ques
fion abxout why the Pol Pot adrmus
tration married people, the film-
mikers have nchaded in the docs
metfary Khmer Bouge propaganr
da showing people *happily” work:
ing m felds and a voiceover ex-

plaaning that the Khmer population
needed o grow,

In the film, Ms Sochan also ades
formmer Khmer Rouge local officials,
e of them a former district chiel
and now a commune chief, but
e of them can give her an actual
enplanation,

The beauty of the images and
cuality of the film make it very well
worth seeing. So much so that
sheeptics in the audienee ol the pne
miere were wondering whether
sorme soenes had bevn staged,

Not s0, Ms Chan sad. While
she and Ms Sochan had discuss
et the lncation, the scene in which

she tells her two davghiters aboat
being married and raped during
the Bhmer Rouge era was actually
the first time she told them her se

explaimied,

Since it s consdered o dishonor
for a woman not to be a virgin
when she mamies—no mattor the
croumstances—to consider felling
her story so publicy took a great
dieal of ciurage, Ms Chan noted

Sorme Bhmer Rouge foreed e
rizges tumed out well, and some
ooupkes rerman forether even now,

However, WMs Sochan is one of
664 men and women admitted as
civil parties at the Khmer Rouge tr
bumial in rebation to forced mariage,
according lo the attorney Silke
Studzinsky, who is representing
civil parties at the tribumel as part of
Crermreny’s aid program,

Beingr an ordinary woman from
the countryside, Ms Sochan is s
cal of ol parties, she said

Because forced marviages and
rapes were not inftially incladed m
the tribrmal’s mvestigations, having
such crimes admitted took some
work, M Studsanskoy said

“It =4l remains to be determmsed
whether forced marriage will be
begzmlly cualified either as rape as a
listerl erime under crimes against
hurmanity or only as ofher infuman
arts.” she sad.
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